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By a fortunate coincidence, we shall have the 
Holy Father in Fatima during a year in which 
we also celebrate the centenary of the birth of 
Jacinta Marto, the little shepherd who, more 
than the others, spoke of devotion to the 
Pope and to the Church. Within the 
context of the happenings in 
Fatima, this is an especially 
signifi cant element, since 
it corresponds to one of 
the most relevant as-
pects of the spiritual 
path followed by the 
children. 

For this reason, 
as a way of mark-
ing these comme-
morations, the Fatima 
Shrine is organising 
a Congress on Jacinta 
Marto.

It will take place from 4th – 
6th June 2010 in the Centro Paulo 
VI in Fatima and will be called Jacinta 
Marto: From meeting to compassion.

It will be a good opportunity to view the mes-
sage of Fatima from the vantage point of the 
spirituality of Jacinta. Hence, we shall endea-
vour not only to get to know better the perso-
nality of this child, but also to identify some re-
levant features of her interior outlook which we 

can use as keys for reading both the message 
of Fatima and the Christian life. 

Compassion will be the starting point for un-
derstanding Jacinta’s personality and 

spirituality. This refl ection will also 
help us to clarify theologically 

the ideas related to this di-
mension, such as repara-

tion, sacrifi cial commit-
ment, the meaning of 
suffering, God in the 
face of evil, the com-
munion of the bap-
tised.  At the same 
time, it will also en-
able us to explore 
some of the implica-
tions of compassion 

in various aspects of 
life such as education, 

health care, spirituality,
morality, social involve-

ment, and so on.  We shall 
see how this attitude on the part 

of little Jacinta corresponds to a funda-
mental aspect of the Message of Fatima, which 
continues to challenge the Church and society 
in our own day.

Registrations can be made by writing to 
“Jacinta Marto Congress”, Santuário de Fáti-
ma, Ap. 31, 2495-908 FATIMA [Portugal], or by 
e-mail: congress@fatima.pt.

JACINTA MARTO CONGRESS
From meeting to compassion 
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Ninety years after the death of Blessed 
Jacinta, a Pope is coming once again to Fa-
tima, ten years after the Beatifi cation of the 
little Shepherds and during the centenary 
of the birth of little Jacinta.

A happy coincidence, and an appropriate 
opportunity for us to look again at the 
triangular relationship between these 
three actors: the little Blessed, the 
great Pope and the even greater 
fi gure of Mary (of Nazareth, who 
is, of course, the same as the 
Mary of the Cova da Iria). But 
how are these three inter-
related, beginning with lit-
tle Jacinta for whom, as we 
know, the “Holy Father” (as 
she called him) was one 
of her spiritual favourites, 
together with Jesus hid-
den in the Eucharist and 
the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary? Bear in mind that 
all that we know about 
this, except for the refe-
rence to the ‘man clothed 
in white’ in the third part 
of the secret, comes from 
the memoirs of her cousin 
Lucia. Jacinta herself said 
very little during the various 
interrogations to which she 
was subjected. Basically, 
she did no more than confi rm 
the statements of her brother 
and her cousin. We know that 
at the end of the Rosary she 
always recited three Hail Mary’s 
for the Holy Father and longed to 
see him: “How I’d love to see the 
Holy Father”1. Jacinta and Francisco 
offered their tears for the conversion of 
sinners, for the Holy Father and in repa-
ration for the sins committed against the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary.2 In the vision of Hell, the 
fi rst part revealed to them the persecution of the Holy 
Father, “the Holy Father will have much to suffer” in 
the midst of harassment.3 From this point of view, 
thanks to the vision of the child shepherd Jacinta, Fa-
tima foresees the diffi cult path that was to be trodden 

by the Papacy throughout the 20th century, which is 
deemed to have been the most violent century in his-
tory. For Jacinta, the papal mission is an extremely 
thorny one, indeed an agonising one, like that of the 
great apostle Paul in its encounter with the diffe-
rent, diffi cult but always necessary and demanding 

endeavour to re-express the Gospel in a different 
culture (cf. I Thess. 2, 2).

On one occasion when the children 
were by Lucia’s parent’s well, Jacinta 

had a vision of the Holy Father: “I saw 
the Holy Father in a very big house, 

kneeling by a table, with his head 
buried in his hands, and crying. 
Outside the house there were 
many people. Some of them 
were throwing stones at him, 
others were cursing him and 
using bad language. Poor 
Holy Father, we must pray 
very much for him”.4 This 
is an affectionate and in 
no way belittling way of 
speaking on the part of 
someone who knows that 
the Holy Father lives in 
the big house which is the 
Church. For her, the Holy 
Father deserves love and 
respect. The same vision 
happened in Lapa do Ca-
beço, where Jacinta said 
she had seen the Holy
Father praying, in a church, 
before the Immaculate 

Heart of Mary.5 These are 
the basic items of informa-

tion that we fi nd in the critical 
documentation and, above all, 

in Sister Lucia’s Memoirs. 

Jacinta had, in fact, a spe-
cial love for the Pope whom 

she spoke of as “Holy Father”, 
a paternal and extremely intimate 

form of referring to him in the Christian 
faith.

The youngest of the little shepherds already made 
a distinction between the language of faith and the 
language of a particular tradition, with its connota-

Jacinta, the Pope and Fatima 

1 FATIMA IN LUCIA’S OWN WORDS, I, Fatima, 2002, p. 50.
2 FATIMA IN LUCIA’S OWN WORDS, I, Fatima, 2002, p. 53. 
3 FATIMA IN LUCIA’S OWN WORDS, I, Fatima, 2002, p. 210.

4 FATIMA IN LUCIA’S OWN WORDS, I, Fatima, 2002, p. 128.
5 FATIMA IN LUCIA’S OWN WORDS, I, Fatima, 2002, p. 129.
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tion of  power. Such a love for the Pope was nor-
mal in Portugal at the beginning of the 20th century, 
when the Pope was looked upon exactly as Jacinta 
saw him: as a fatherly and very familiar fi gure (rather 
than triumphalist as conceived dogmatically at the 
time of Vatican I), and as a fi gure of holiness with 
all the symbolic and moral weight this implies. For 
that child, such a revered fi gure could not suffer, or 
be subjected to insults, humiliation, or to any type of 
contempt, because, through this fi gure, all of this was 
directed at the ecclesial family to which he belonged 
and of which Jacinta too was a member. Jacinta did 
not want to see any member of her family (including 
the Holy Father) being mistreated. She was very up-
set by the inhuman treatment to 
which she saw the Holy Father 
being subjected in the third part 
of the secret. He brings together 
the whole Fatima message.  This 
is how Fatima came to be con-
nected with the Holy Father. It is 
Fatima that brought two Popes 
to the Cova da Iria and is about 
to bring the third, who will be 
coming soon, and not the Popes 
who created Fatima. In good 
biblical fashion, Fatima became 
believable in the same way in 
which God was at work in the 
logic of the Incarnation — from 
the bottom upwards — and not 
by papal decree — from the top 
downwards. According to the in-
terpretation suggested by Sister 
Lucia and by the Church, in the 
vision of hell and in the third part 
of the secret, the fi gure clothed 
in white embodies, in apocalyp-
tic terms, all those Christians the 
glow of whose faith illuminates 
the dark side of situations of 
death and violence which attack the ecclesial com-
munity. The re-proclamation of the prophecy which 
takes place in Fatima includes a word concerning 
the fi gure clothed in white. This word comes from the 
mouth of a little girl for whom the Holy Father must be 
defended and helped. This is not a normal or banal 
way of speaking of the fi gure of the successor of St 
Peter, who is normally presented from the point of 
view of his magisterial mission.

What is it, then, that a child has to say that is so 
fundamental concerning a fi gure that is so important 
in the life of the ecclesial community? How is it that 
a normal, and (to begin with) unknown child of God 
causes a Pope to come and visit her, her brother and 
her cousin? Fatima helped in this. Any child could talk 
about the Pope in the normal way or even in some 
banal way. But what is it that makes the language 
Jacinta used and the things she said about the Holy 
Father so special? In this blessed place, blessed be-

cause it is where God wished people to speak well 
of Him, here in this shrine, the Church of the 20th 
century listened once again to the proclamation of the 
prophecy that God would continue to visit his peo-
ple in times of violence caused by human hands, a 
visitation effected, this time, through the intercession 
of Mary. Now, there are no shrines unless someone 
has set them apart, unless someone turns this space 
into one that is different from others for a particular 
purpose (what is known in Biblical terms as ‘consec-
ration’). Fatima thus becomes a shrine because it  
becomes a privileged and dedicated place for Jacinta 
herself. She always wanted to go back to the Cova 
da Iria because there she found the bareness and 

silence needed in which to pray, to fi nd once again, 
in the Rosary, the Lady of the Immaculate Heart 
(another of the little shepherdess’s favourite devo-
tions). For this reason, this child will not speak of the 
Holy Father in any banal way. To begin with, Jacinta 
speaks of the Holy Father and not of the Pope, which 
is in itself symptomatic. She will go on to speak of 
the Holy Father in a shrine, not just in a place of any 
kind, nor speak of him in any kind of way. She does 
so by speaking of a place that really is hers, and not 
of the ‘fi ltered’ unknown spoken of in the news or in 
the abstract terms of dogma. She speaks of him as 
one speaks of a member of one’s family. She does 
not turn him into an idol (to the point of perceiving the 
need to pray for him and on his behalf), but she says 
about him what faith normally does not like to hear 
about him or tries to ward off: that his words are not 
listened to and that he is persecuted, that he suffers, 
making of him an exemplar of the ecclesial commu-
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nity as such. For Jacinta, the Pope is an absolutely 
human fi gure, not a god. For her the Holy Father is 
not even a fi ltered fi gure due to her tender age, but 
she sees him, in his simple humanity and in the cohe-
rence of the witness of her faith, like a supreme exem-
plar of the great sons and daughters of the Church. 
Hence, Jacinta looks upon him as a father and as a 
saint, characteristics which the catechesis of the time 
summed up above all in the papal mission as Vicar 
of Christ.  In this way, Jacinta lived an intense spi-
ritual and missionary communion with the successor 
of Peter. She lived and wishes to continue to live the 
pontifi cal desideratum with the theological note of the 
unitive force of the Church. Fatima thus gives us a 
Blessed who lives united to the Church because she 
is united to the successor of Peter.

Fatima’s affection for the successor of Peter comes 
from the love and concern of the little Blessed for the 
Holy Father, in whom she saw represented the whole 
ecclesial community. So she is a child who, at the 
age at which she 
is only beginning 
to acquire the use 
of reason, is pro-
phetically aware 
of the diffi culties 
of the Pope’s 
mission. She is a 
child capable of 
telling the highest 
functionary in the 
Church what his 
mission is in the 
turmoil of history. 
This is only pos-
sible in the con-
text of the mys-
tical experience 
to which Jacinta was raised thanks to the Marian 
intercession of the ‘Lady whiter than the sun’. This
ecclesial and pontifi cal prophecy echoes throughout 
the 20th century but reinterprets, both retrospectively 
and prospectively, the most legitimate evangelising 
mission of the Church. From this point of view and in 
this context, Jacinta helps the papal mission to ad-
here to its objectives and to its identity, conferring on 
it the strength of Christian perseverance made availa-
ble by the reinterpretation of the prophecy. Ever since 
the beginning, the Gospel has by no means always 
been accepted; on the contrary, it has many times 
been rejected with disastrous consequences. The 

evangelists themselves echo this rejection. Indeed, it 
goes back to the time of the prophets who denounced 
the people of Israel who so frequently forgot the word 
of God. Jesus, too, encounters misunderstanding in 
the hearts of those who were his own (Mk 9, 30-35).
After Easter, the Church was to encounter the wall of 
indifference that Paul met with in Athens (Acts 17), 
while Jesus himself encountered hostility in his own 
native Galilee (Mk. 1, 14 – 3, 6a). No-one who gives 
his or her life for the love of truth and its proclamation 
deserves such treatment. It is painful, discouraging 
and, of course, exhausting. Little Jacinta, too, did not 
manage not to react to the violence against the truth 
of God announced in the Gospel.  Her anguish in the 
face of the adversity to which the fi gure of the Holy 
Father was subjected represents the normal reac-
tion of the prophets, of the men and women of God. 
We are, therefore, in the presence of a child who 
is already mature in her faith, a child who is a pro-
phet.  It is a kind of paradox! But at the same time it is 

not, because per-
fect praise comes 
from the mouths 
of children and 
the pure in heart, 
even in the midst 
of lament and sor-
row, as we read 
in Psalm 8,3a: 
“on the lips of
children and of 
babes / you have 
found praise to 
foil your enemy...”. 
God speaks in
simple hearts, 
through the 
mouths of little 

ones, and He speaks their language (I Cor. 1, 27-
-28). A little one assists the mission of one who is so 
great. The little Blessed thus made of Fatima a papal 
place, causing Fatima to point out to the papacy the 
diffi cult path it was to follow in the name of fi delity to 
the Gospel. It is a realistic message, not an illusory 
one. But without being a reading that is either nega-
tive or reactive, in the end it reveals hope, because 
the man clothed in white manages to continue on his 
way in the midst of the obstacles of many histories 
and many ideas.

José Carlos Carvalho
Universidade Católica Portuguesa.

Fatima thus gives us a Blessed who lives 
united to the Church because she is united to 
the successor of Peter.

Fatima’s affection for the successor of Peter 
comes from the love and concern of the little 
Blessed for the Holy Father, in whom she saw 
represented the whole ecclesial community.
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